INTRODUCTION
Melanocytic cutaneous tumours include a large variety of benign and malignant neoplasms with distinct clinical, morphological and genetic profiles. 1 The benign melanocytic tumour can either be congenital or acquired benign neoplasm of melanocytes. 2, 3 On the other hand, melanomas are malignant tumours characterized by a highly invasive and metastatic potential. 4 The importance of melanoma, both clinically and economically is on the increase as a result of its increasing incidence. 5 The mortality rate of malignant melanoma is maintained at a high rate despite increased public awareness that has been put in place to promote early detection. 6, 7 Melanomas can arise in association with some melanocytic naevi (benign melanocytic tumours). 
RESULTS
Three hundred seventy five skin tumours were encountered during the study period under review.
Melanocytic naevi was the 9 th and 6 th most common skin tumour and benign skin tumour respectively, during the period of study. Melanocytic naevi accounted for 17 cases which represented 4.53 %, 9.04 % and 38.64% of all skin tumours, benign skin tumours and melanocytic tumours respectively, (Table 1) . Of the 17 cases, 4 cases occurred in males while 13 cases occurred in females giving a male to female ratio of 1:3.3, ( Table 2 ). The mean age for the development of melanocytic naevi in this study was 32.71 years (SD = 22.64) with an age range of 7 -83 years and a peak age in the 2 nd decade, ( Table 2 and Table 3 ). The mean ages for the development of melanocytic naevi in males and females were 41.50 years (SD=28.57) and 30.00 years (SD=21.11) respectively, ( Table 2 ). In females there was a bimodal peak in the 2 nd and 3 rd decades. In males the peak incidence was in the 4 th decade, (Tables 2 and 3 ). There is accompanying melanin reduction. The prevalence of melanocytic naevi is significantly lower among pigmented races than in Caucasians. 13 This is in keeping with the index study that noted a In conclusion, melanocytic naevi are relatively rare skin tumours in our own environment, unlike in the Caucasians of Australian population. In this study, there was a bimodal peak age in females, a female preponderance, a wide age range from the 1 st to the 9 th decade and a mean age in the 4 th decade.
